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DeLand Mansion 1900

The DeLand Family Develops Fairport’s Four Corners

The Green Lantern Inn, originally known as the DeLand Mansion,  
was built in 1876 by Henry DeLand, a local industrialist, for his family.

In 1876, Fairport industrialist Henry DeLand built a 
mansion for his family on one side of South Main Street 
and specified aspects of the design of the First Baptist 
Church on the opposite side. 

DeLand made his fortune manufacturing baking soda 
here in Fairport and lost it in a Florida orange grove freeze  

in the 1890’s. His Second Empire house with a tower, 
porches, and many fireplaces, was one of the grandest 
private residences in western New York. After several  
private owners, including the Clark family, the DeLand 
Mansion opened as the Green Lantern Inn sometime  
after 1928 and has served since as a restaurant,  
speakeasy, rooming house, and banquet hall. 

The First Baptist Church, across Main Street, was built  
at the same time as the DeLand Mansion. The DeLand 
family donated the rose window and paid more than 
one-third of the construction cost of the church building, 
stipulating that the doors of the church and the doors  
of the mansion be directly across from one another.

Clark family circa 1903

Henry DeLand First Baptist Church rose window

Postcard 1910
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Hupp Motors circa 1930

Pure Oil gas station circa 1950

The 20th Century Comes to South Main Street

A neighborhood changes with the times.

In the early 1930’s, due to financial problems, the owners  
of the Green Lantern Inn sold the front portion of the 
property to the Pure Oil Company, who built the lit-
tle white gas station building, which is a rare example 
of its type and is also considered historic. The building 
has served as a dry cleaners, a real estate office, and the 
Slocum-Lauder Insurance Agency. 

The DeLand Christian Center, next door to the church, 
was once the site of Hupp Motors which sold Fords and 
Lincolns and provided gas and repair service.

Schine’s Temple Theater was built in 1927 at a cost of 
$175,000. The Italianate 60 ft. x 150 ft. building with  
a 15 ft. x 30 ft. stage was advertised as “absolutely  
fireproof”. With the advent of television, movie-going  
habits changed and the local theaters could not compete. 
The theater was sold to the Fairport Masonic Lodge in 
1958 for $30,000.

The house at 75 South Main Street was owned by Dr. 
Tubbs. He began his practice there in 1889 and lived in 
the house until his death in 1900.

In the 1950’s and 1960’s, Church Motors, sellers of 
Dodge automobiles, stood at the corner of Pleasant and 
South Main Streets.

Schine’s Temple Theater circa 1927 Church Motors circa 1953

Dr. Tubbs’ house and office circa 1910
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Fairport Village Hall

The timeless sentinel of South Main Street.

The Village Hall, or Municipal Building, was built in 
1906 as Perinton’s Town Hall at a cost of approximately 
$20,000. Town offices were on the first floor, the jail  
was in the basement, and the village leased space on the 

second floor. Also on the second floor was an auditorium 
used for public meetings and movies.

After being sold to the village in 1931, the interior of 
the building was renovated, two palladian arches over 

the second floor windows were removed, and the tower 
was replaced. An addition was constructed for a new jail 
and a firehouse. Since the early 1980’s, the Fairport Police  
Department has occupied the first floor of the addition, 
and village offices the remainder of the building.

Fairport Municipal Building circa 1908 Fairport Municipal Building circa 1933
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“Old” South Main Street Yields to Urban Renewal

Commercial block changes from necessities to niceties.

Nineteenth century commercial buildings that provided 
necessities like groceries, drugs, dry goods, and many 
services, lined South Main Street until the 1970’s.  

Under Urban Renewal, these structures were razed and 
the Village Landing was constructed, opening in 1978.  
The Fairport Public Library and a variety of businesses 
have occupied the Landing since.

Completed in 1987, Packett’s Landing was constructed 
across the street from the Village Landing with financing 
from the Fairport Industrial Development Agency.

South Main Street circa 1900 South Main Street circa 1970

Main Street circa 1890

South Main Street circa 1950
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A. Oakland Pontiac B. Shaw’s Hall (center building) B. Movie theater on second floor of Shaw’s Hall

West Avenue Commercial Center

The West Avenue that once was.

The 1924 Sanborn map shows West Avenue intersecting 
with South Main Street and the lift bridge.

Until the 1970’s, West Avenue continued through to 
South Main Street. Today, the Village Landing, Kennelley 
Park, and the gazebo occupy the former roadway. 

The eastern end of West Avenue was a commercial  
area. A hardware store, Shaw’s Hall (which served over 
the years as both a meeting hall and a movie theater),  
Oakland Pontiac, the One-Horse Grocery, and a  
bowling alley were among the many businesses there.

D. Intersection of South Main St. and West Ave. (now Kennelley Park)Fairport Hardware Store on West Avenue1924 Sanborn map
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DeLand Chemical Company and the Box Factory

Canalside location spurs industrial growth.

In the 1870’s, Daniel and Henry DeLand established the 
DeLand Chemical Company on the northeast bank of 
the canal and put Fairport on the industrial map. 

Its baking soda, known as saleratus, and related products  
were sold country-wide via the Erie Canal and the railroad. 
The site subsequently was home to the Douglas Packing  
Company, often referred to as the “Vinegar Works.” It 
was here that Robert Douglas developed fruit pectin,  

which was marketed as Certo and greatly simplified home  
jam and jelly making. The H.P. Neun Box Company  
occupied the site until the 1980’s. Since then, the renovated 
buildings have housed various retail and service businesses.

The DeLand Chemical Company factory with canal barge

Daniel DeLand

DeLand Chemical Company ad circa 1881DeLand Company workers
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Main Street Lift Bridge and the Erie Canal

A bridge to somewhere special.

The Erie Canal, completed in 1825, opened up  
opportunities for business and settlement, making  
the Village of Fairport the center of population and  
economic activity in the Town of Perinton. The canal 

has been widened several times, the last time in  
1912-1913 when the lift bridge was installed.

According to Ripley’s Believe It Or Not, the lift bridge  
is the only one in the world built on a bias and with the 

south end higher than the north end. It is also an irregular  
decagon with no square corners and no two angles the 
same. A century later, this engineering feat continues  
to serve the community and add to the character of  
Fairport village.

New Fairport lift bridge circa 1914

Old Main Street bridge during the 1912-1913 construction

1912 lift bridge construction utilized a small railroad in the canal bed

Lift bridge  
facts

Built: 
1912-1913

Engineered by:  
H.S. Kerbaugh, Inc.

Cost: 
$79,759.83

Weight: 
685,909 lbs.

Span: 
138.9 feet

Clearance over canal:  
6 feet

Clearance when raised:  
15.75 feet
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American Can Company

Tin cans become the container of choice in the 20th century.

The Sanitary Can Company, established in 1904,  
provided tin cans for the abundant fruits and vegetables 
grown in the region. Originally located on the Erie  
Canal by the Turk Hill Road bridge, the company later 
relocated to the former Cox Shoe Factory building on 
Parce Avenue.

The larger American Can Company absorbed the Sanitary  
Can Company in 1908 and became the major employer 
in Fairport for the ensuing eighty years, supplying cans for  
the food, beverage, oil, and personal products industries.

The American Can Company officially closed its  
Fairport operations in 1994. The old Parce Avenue plant 
has been reused for warehousing and small manufacturing,  
and the newer facility has been the home of LiDestri Foods.

Sanitary Can Company circa 1905 View from Elm St., looking east toward Main St.

Early American Can Company office

The can assembly line
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The Potter Property

From private estate to public amenity.

In 1858, Spencer Philbrick constructed a large and  
elegant Italianate house and carriage barn at 53 West 
Church Street. The property extended from Church 
Street to Lewis Street, and was surrounded by a  
picket fence.

The Potter family moved into the house in 1872.  
Mrs. Hulda Potter oversaw significant renovations in  
the mansion, removing the Italianate tower and trim  
and adding a shingle-style third story with balconies and 
space for a ballroom, a front porch, and a port-cochere.

Their son, Fred Potter, lived in the house until his  
death in 1943. He bequeathed $50,000, the house, the  
carriage barn, and the land to the Village of Fairport. 
It has served as a community center and a playground 
since 1944.

The Potter Mansion

Fred Potter and his chauffeur on West Church Street

Fred Potter Spencer Philbrick’s original Italianate mansion
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Fairport Builds A Library

Local philanthropist, WPA fund Fairport library legacy.

In March of 1938, Fairport’s new library building formally  
opened under the directorship of Elma Gaffney. Designed  
by the firm of Wiard & Martin, it was built with Works 
Progress Administration funds and with monies donated 
by Robert Douglas of the Douglas Packing Company.

In the 1970’s, it became clear that Fairport again needed  
a new library. After a vigorous campaign, voters approved  
the leasing of space in the Village Landing. In March, 
1978, nearly 400 local residents moved all the books,  
periodicals, and other equipment to the new library.

The Perinton Historical Society, which had been located 
in a room in the Crosman Center on East Avenue, has 
occupied the library building on Perrin Street since  
June, 1979.

Elma Gaffney, Librarian 1933-1969 Moving the library to the Village LandingFirst library building at 18 Perrin Street

This 20 ft. x 4 ft. mural by nationally renowned local artist, Carl Peters, depicting the development of Fairport as a canal village, was painted on the wall above the librarian’s desk
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Trolley Station Area

North Main Street: where transportation and public lodging flourished.

From 1906 through 1931, the Rochester, Syracuse, and 
Eastern Interurban Electric Trolley ran through Fairport 
and Perinton. The Fairport station was located opposite 
State Street, now Lift Bridge Lane West. The station was 
one of 10 stops in the Town of Perinton.

Since the demise of the trolley, the station has been a gas 
station, offices, and retail space.

Next to the Trolley Station was the Fairport Lunch Hotel.  
Riki’s, a popular establishment located in the hotel 
building, has served breakfast, lunch, and dinner to  
several generations of Fairporters.

Across the street, on the corner of Lift Bridge Lane East, 
stood the Cottage Hotel, built in 1886 in the Queen 
Anne style. It was a popular hotel, restaurant, and night 
club through the first half of the 20th century, featuring 
live dance music, but was destroyed by fire in 1968.

Trolley station as a gas station, early 1950’s

Cottage Hotel circa 1910

Rochester, Syracuse, and Eastern Trolley leaves Fairport station circa 1920
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Railroad District

Rails and steam replace the canal and mules.

The New York Central Railroad came through Fairport 
in the 1850’s, bringing another, more reliable year-round 
method of transportation to the thriving community. 
A freight depot and passenger depot on Railroad Street 
served local businesses and travellers. Several spurs were 

added leading into the Can Company, the Chemical 
Company, and Dewey Jackson’s Coal Company.

Available transportation meant the need for lodging. By 
the turn of the 20th century, Fairport had at least four  

hotels located on the north side of the canal, including  
the Osburn House, just beyond the railroad tracks. In 
later years, the Osburn house became the home of Fair-
port Gas and Oil Company, one of the  
earlier gas stations in town. It was demolished in 1938.

Osburn House becomes Fairport Gas & Oil Company circa 1925

NYCRR passenger station on Railroad Street east of Main Street circa 1900

Train crossing Main Street, Osburn House centered in the background, circa 1900
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North Main Street and High Street Commercial District

A neighborhood of commerce and camaraderie.

In 1873, due to the growing success of his patent  
medicine, Taylor’s Oil of Life, George Taylor built a 
brick building at the corner of North Main and High 
Streets in the Village of Fairport. He expanded  
production beyond the “Oil of Life” to include  

flavoring extracts, laudanum, paregoric, perfume,  
cordials, and cough syrup.

Restaurants, including the Oasis and the Fairport Village 
Inn, have occupied the site opposite High Street for over 
70 years. The small brick building at 113 North Main 

Street, next door to the Fairport Village Inn, was built as  
a firehouse. The brick Fiandach block, just north of 113, 
originally housed Fiandach’s Ice Cream & Confectionery. 
The Chase Block, on the corner of North Main Street 
and Parce Avenue, was home to both McBride’s and 
Messerino’s Markets before burning down in 1977.

Chase Block circa 1900

Today’s Village Inn during the 1930’s

Cure-all for man or beastTaylor Block


